
ARB Minutes 1 September 26, 2018 

Minutes 

Architectural Review Board  

Village /Town of Mount Kisco  

Wednesday, September 26, 2018 

7:30 pm 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, Wednesday, September 26, 2018 at the Municipal 

Building, Mount Kisco, New York by Chairwoman Andrea Eisenberg.   

 

Members Present:  Chairwoman Andrea Eisenberg  

    Heather Kornreich 

    Daniel Loughney  

Tatiana Olferiev 

     

Members Absent:             Josh Heinz 

 

Staff Present:  Patti Tipa, Board Secretary 

     

Staff Absent:  Peter Miley, Building Inspector 

 

Returning Cases: 

 

 

1. Modell’s/Party City   Case #ARB18-18 

154 (162) Main Street   Signage 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg called Modell’s/Party City.  Taylor Palmer, attorney with Cuddy and Feder; 

and Chris Rafaielli, Studio Architecture appeared before the Board. 

 

Taylor Palmer indicated they are before the Board for their sign permit application.  They have 

been before both the Planning Board and Zoning Board.  He said there were a lot of comments 

from the ARB including looking at the sign backers for the proposed exterior signage and looking at 

some of the other treatments.  He said they took those into consideration and have provided a fully 

updated set of site plans that were approved by both the Planning and Zoning Boards.  He said a 

special permit was granted by the Planning Board and there were several zoning variances granted 

for each of the exterior, wall-mounted signs.   

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg asked what the applicants wanted to show the Board.  Taylor Palmer said 

they would show a combination of what had been proposed and then showing channel letters 

without sign backers.  He said the signage on the back of the building is channel letters but the 

Main Street and Green Street signs will have backers because they are the principal locations 

where the signs will be seen.  He said the images on the two locations without the backers do get 

lost in the façade and the white backer does help.  He said the backer is not lit but they believe it is 

necessary to have the backer.  He added they have significantly reduced the size of the signs from 

the original proposal.  Chris Rafaielli took the Board through the before and after proposals. 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if there were any comments from the Board on backers versus no 

backers.  She said she understands the size of the letters have also already been approved.  Dan 

Loughney asked if the signs were illuminated.  Taylor Palmer said the letters are illuminated but 

the backer is not illuminated.  He added during the daytime, the letters get lost on the brick 

without the backers.   Heather Kornreich asked if the material of the backer was reflective.  Chris 

Rafaelli said it is painted metal.  It has an egg-shell finish, not glossy.  Heather Kornreich said she 
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agrees that the backer makes the letters pop but she is not sure about the material.  She asked if 

they would consider wood for the backers.  Chris Rafaielli said no because they are in an awkward 

place to be able to maintain and wood would not have the longevity that the metal would have.   

Dan Loughney said he agreed wood would be difficult to maintain and it would be better to go with 

the longer lasting material.  Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if the backing is white or the color of the 

stone.  Chris Rafaielli said it is white.  Chairwoman Eisenberg suggested the backer color be 

changed to match the stone.  Chris Rafaielli said the color of the backer would not change as 

rapidly as the stone wood.  He said they could attempt to match it but it may be hard to identify 

the color of the stone.   

 

MOTION: 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg made a motion to approve the signs as presented.  Dan Loughney 

seconded the motion.  All Ayes. 

 

New Cases:   

 

1. Green’s Natural Foods   Case #ARB18-22 

666 Lexington Avenue   Signage 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg called Green’s Natural Foods.  Michael Lang with Sign-A-Rama appeared 

before the Board. 

 

Michael Lang said Mrs. Green’s is under new ownership.  The new company is called Green’s 

Natural Foods and they are going through a name and branding change.  They would like to change 

their signs at this store to reflect the new brand.  He said they are proposing to change the two 

existing signs.  One is the channel letter sign above the entrance and the second is the face on the 

monument sign at the entrance to the parking lot.  

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if they were going to do anything to the base of the monument to 

spruce it up a little bit.  Michael Lang said they have only been asked to change the face of the sign 

but he would be happy to go back to his client and suggest they give it a fresh coat of paint.  

Tatiana Olferiev suggested maybe planting some bushes around the sign.   

 

Tatiana Olferiev asked if the building sign could be centered over the entrance.  Michael Lang said 

they are not planning to remove the entire the structure holding the sign.  Heather Kornreich said 

the sign appears to be centered on the bay.  Michael Lang showed the Board samples of the sign 

materials.  He said they are using translucent acrylic material with vinyl on top.  Patti Tipa said the 

white face must be opaque as per the sign law.  The letters and logo can be lit at night. 

 

MOTION: 

 

Heather Kornreich made a motion to approve as noted that the face on the monument 

sign must be opaque and the improvement to the pylon and post.  Chairwoman Eisenberg 

said she would also note the landscaping suggestion.  Tatiana Olferiev seconded the 

motion.  All Ayes. 

 

2. James Coleman for Bueti  Case #ARB18-23 

55 Beverly Road   Addition/Alterations 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 
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Chairwoman Eisenberg called 55 Beverly Road.  Jim Coleman, architect and Al Bueti and Laurie 

Clark, owners appeared before the Board. 

 

Jim Coleman showed the Board photos of the existing house on Beverly Road.  He also photos of 

the adjacent houses, similar 40’s era capes that have had second floor additions like they are 

proposing.  He said they are not really changing the footprint but adding a second story.  He 

showed a rendering of the proposed renovation.  He pointed out a vertical element with a bay 

window, a wider garage door and a window with rounded shakes, a new wider porch.  Chairwoman 

Eisenberg asked what the railing would be made of.  Jim Coleman said there would be azak 

columns, rail and spindles and they are also doing the eaves in azak.  He said the porch is also 

azak.  He said the casing and the siding is vinyl with vinyl corner.  The lattice will also be azak 

within a 1” x 6” azak frame.  Jim Coleman said they picked the colors online and the samples were 

different.  He said they were proposing granite grey shakes with sterling gray clapboard.  He said 

they are going to go with colonial white trim, and charcoal gray shakes and siding.  Chairwoman 

Eisenberg said then no granite gray siding and no flagstone.  Jim Coleman said they did not look as 

good in the samples as online. 

 

Dan Loughney about the lower siding.  Jim Coleman said the 4” clapboard is regular siding is for 

most of the house and then there will be the scallop.  Dan Loughney asked if the scallops would be 

the darker gray.  Jim Coleman said they are the same color but they are slightly different.  Heather 

Kornreich asked if the intent was to have two different colors because they are reading the same.  

Jim Coleman said they were going for the two colors.  They have to put them up outside to see if it 

looks good in natural light.  Heather Kornreich said she’s not sure if there’s enough of a difference 

to show contrast if that was the intention.  Al Bueti said they are still debating the issue.  They’ll 

know better when they see the colors in the light.  Jim Coleman said he believes they want it to be 

subtle.  Al Bueti said it won’t be a tremendous contrast but rather a shade.  Chairwoman Eisenberg 

said the surrounding houses are all uniform so it might seem to fit to be close.  She said the 

scalloped edges will add interest.  Heather Kornreich asked if they would have to come back if they 

changed the colors.  Patti Tipa said yes but the Board has done this through emails in the past so 

the applicants wouldn’t have to wait a month for the next meeting.  Jim Coleman said they would 

like to go for the approvals with these colors and if they change it, they will update the Board. 

 

Jim Coleman said there are a few decorative sconces.  One is at the front door, two on the piers by 

the garage and two at the back door.  He showed the Board cut sheets on the lights.  He said the 

sconces will be black.  Jim Coleman said they are reusing some of the vinyl windows that have the 

divided lights and they are matching those with Anderson.  He said there is an existing floodlight 

that lights the drive that they are moving up under the eave.  He said it will be lensed and shielded 

so there won’t be any glare spilling off the property.  There are also lights at the corners lighting 

the back terrace.   

 

Dan Loughney asked if the garage door and the detail under the bay window were going to be 

white.  Jim Coleman said yes.  The detail is azak also and the trim is all white.  Heather Kornreich 

asked if the staircase was also white.  Jim Coleman said there is an existing staircase that they are 

going to rebuild and move back.  Al Bueti said that is flagstone.  Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if 

they were doing anything to the driveway.  Jim Coleman said it is a new, slightly wider driveway.  

He said they will be rebuilding one wall and will be making the driveway a little bit wider.  

Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if the fence between the properties was wood.  Jim Coleman said it is 

a pvc fence and there is also a picket fence. 

 

Dan Loughney asked if the tv antenna is staying.  Laurie Clark said no it is not staying.  

Chairwoman Eisenberg asked about the chimney.  Jim Coleman said the chimney is being raised 

because the ridge is coming up and they will be extending the chimney.  Dan Loughney asked what 

the difference in height from the existing to the new.  Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if it was 



ARB Minutes 4 September 26, 2018 

comparable to the neighbor’s.  Jim Coleman said they are compliant with the height as per zoning.  

The current height is 21 feet and they are raising it to 32 feet 6 inches.  He pointed out in photos 

where this house would be a bit higher than one neighbor but less than the other.  He added that 

the neighbors have been in support of the project and are eager to have the house renovated.  

Heather Kornreich asked if the new stone retaining wall on the side of the driveway is going to 

match the other side.  Jim Coleman said the plan is to match it as best as possible.  Heather 

Kornreich asked about the gutters.  Jim Coleman said they are using white K section gutters and 

they will be using the existing drainage system.   

 

MOTION: 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg made a motion to approve as presented.  Heather Kornreich 

seconded the motion.  All ayes. 

 

Conceptual Cases: 

 

1. Mt. Kisco Volvo & Lincoln   Case #ARB18-24 

271 No. Bedford Road   Building addition/alterations 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg called Volvo and Lincoln.  Mr. Zach Mintz of Zarin and Steinmetz, and Phil 

Clark of Claris Construction appeared before the Board. 

 

Zach Mintz gave the Board some background on the site plan.  He said they would compare 

existing conditions to what they are proposing and then go through the architecture.  He said this 

is a motor vehicle dealership on North Bedford Road.  It had been a Nissan dealership and is now a 

Volvo and Lincoln dealership.  He pointed out some of the changes that are planned to be made on 

the site plan.  He pointed out three existing curb cuts and pointed out they will be eliminating the 

middle curb cut.  There is also an existing two-way drive aisle.  Zach Mintz said they would be 

adding a landscaping buffer and narrowing the late to reduce traffic on the drive aisle by converting 

from the two way traffic to one way traffic in the front of the building.  He said they will be using 

most of the existing footprint of the building but they are proposing some change on the southern 

corner of the building to a 90 degree angle.  He pointed out the new site plan showing these 

changes to the Board.  He turned the presentation over to Phil Clark. 

 

Phil Clark, architect with Claris Construction, began by handing out some photos of what a typical 

Volvo dealership looks like, showing the lighting and the window systems that they use.  He said 

the challenge with combining two dealerships is that both manufacturers have their requirements, 

color schemes, textures and materials.  He said most dealerships use ACM, which is an aluminum 

composite panel that is shiny.  He said both of these manufacturers will do the same as well.  He 

explained the functionality of the floor plans of the building because it ties into architecture.  Volvo 

will be on the south side and Lincoln will be located on the north east corner.  He said what is 

remaining is the gray area, which is the shop.  Phil Clark explained how the service drives will 

function for both dealerships.  He said there will be two overhead doors on the front façade and a 

lot of glass.  He showed photos of dealerships they have done to show how this would work at 

night.  He said Volvo is very specific on what they do with their finishes on the front.  It is all glass 

so it does light up at night.  He pointed out a photo showing dusk conditions.  He said internally 

there are lights shining down to give a nice haze.  There is frosted glass throughout.  The picture 

window is a frameless glass to show off their car of the month.  He said they also have a portal, 

which is the main entrance.  It is a wooden looking structure that projects out from the façade, 

sometimes a foot or sometimes three feet.  He said it is made of a vinyl oak looking product. He 

said in this location they are planning for a two foot portal.  
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Phil Clark explained that between the two dealerships they have used a Volvo silver, which has a 

touch of brown it in to transition between the whites and browns of Lincoln.  He said on the Lincoln 

side it is also ACM panels and frameless glass that should tie back into the Volvo side.  He said 

around the structure the material will be gray stucco EFAS and wherever they meet the old 

masonry building they will use a light gray paint.   

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg raised a concern about the signage to eliminate confusion on where to go 

with respect to service.  Zach Mintz said he didn’t believe sign applications had been made at this 

point.  He said their plan is to get their Planning Board approvals and then have signage be a 

separate part of the process.  Heather Kornreich agreed there could be confusion with the two 

service signs.  Zach Mintz said when it comes time for the signage, he’s confident the dealer will 

want that clarified.   

 

Dan Loughney asked if the branding colors are intentionally different.  He asked if there would be 

any opportunity to make them the same colors.  Phil Clark said technically no.  Lincoln wants their 

color and Volvo wants their color.  Zach Mintz said these manufacturers are set in their marketing.  

He said they did push back with some requirements to make them work with Zoning but they are 

not likely to compromise on colors.  Dan Loughney pointed out the power connection on the 

existing parapet on the building and asked how the new utilities would be brought to the building.  

Phil Clark said they will be brought underground.  Zach Mintz said they are very high end and want 

to be very inviting to customers.   

 

Heather Kornreich said individually if she looked at Volvo, generally she likes it and Lincoln is ok 

but together there is no harmony between the two.  She said there are a lot of different colors, 

lettering, and treatment of glass.  Phil Clark said it’s all driven by the manufacturer, which is why 

they have that piece in the middle to transition between the two.  Dan Loughney agreed that it’s 

supposed to go with Volvo but it’s the same height as the Lincoln portion of building.  He asked if it 

could be dropped a foot to show it as a transition.  Chairwoman Eisenberg agreed that Volvo looks 

dominant and Lincoln just happens to be there too.  Zach Mintz said the owners expect Volvo to do 

much more business than Lincoln.  Dan Loughney asked if there was any consideration to making 

the two sides the same size.  Phil Clark said Volvo wants to be the premier brand, top billing.  

Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if the background color for Lincoln be different so it was richer.  Phil 

Clark said the colors are the official Lincoln colors, Ford Lincoln Brown and Ford Lincoln White.  

Heather Kornreich asked if the brown stripe is also insisted upon.  Phil Clark said that is Lincoln 

Brown.  She asked how flexible will Volvo be with the color of the service portion of the building.  

Phil Clark said Volvo is tougher than Lincoln.  He suggested changing the angle to create a shadow 

line.  There’s not much they can do.  Heather Kornreich pointed out that the middle section is an 

opportunity to create a transition between the two spaces.  She said there is so much difference 

between the two, she almost wants to increase the contrast so they are more distinctly two 

different things.  

 

Dan Loughney said he thought the center was shorter than Volvo but it’s really the same height. 

Chairwoman Eisenberg said that portion of the building is set back.  He said it will look more like 

the Volvo side because it’s the same height.  Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if anyone had an idea 

about a design element that could be added to create some linkage with the two sides.  Heather 

Kornreich asked about what looked like bays.  Phil Clark indicated that what was seen was columns 

inside the showroom and that the outside was continuous glass.  She suggesting darkening the 

columns so they weren’t seen.  Heather Kornreich said she liked the “university” service door 

shown on the Hudson Valley rendering than the ones proposed for this building.  Phil Clark said 

that door is a high speed roll up door.  Chairwoman Eisenberg agreed that it was much nicer 

looking.  Heather Kornreich pointed out that the Volvo signage on the rendering is not centered on 

the mullions.  Chairwoman Eisenberg said she doesn’t know if two Mount Kisco signs are needed.  

Phil Clark pointed out they are required as part of the “Lincoln brand wall”.  Chairwoman Eisenberg 
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said the Lincoln logo would be perfect in that space.  Zach Mintz said they are very specific.  

Chairwoman Eisenberg said she feels they are wasting space with two Mount Kisco’s.  Heather 

Kornreich asked if there were any renderings of the Lincoln sign being suspended under the 

overhang.  Phil Clark said he could get them.   

 

Zach Mintz said his understanding that this Board cannot vote because Planning has not made a 

SEQR determination yet.  He said effectively this SEQR review is being done on an uncoordinated 

review where there is no lead agency.  He said the Board of Architectural Review regulations read 

is that the Board cannot go forward with the application unless it is a Type 2 action or a lead 

agency has completed its review.  He said in this case it is an unlisted action and there is no lead 

agency so it leaves them without any options.  He said what he will suggest to the Village Planner 

is doing some kind of conditional vote pending SEQR completion by the Planning Board otherwise 

the ARB may have to make its own SEQR determination, which he knows is not the intent or 

purview of this Board.  Chairwoman Eisenberg said the ARB cannot go there at all.  Patti Tipa said 

she didn’t think the Board was is prepared to conditionally vote if that is what is being looked for.  

Zach Mintz said it may be something he suggests in a future meeting because there has to be 

some way around this issue in the regulations.  Patti Tipa suggested that this is something that 

should be discussed with the Village Planner and Village Attorney to get a legal position as to how 

this should proceed.  Zach Mintz said he would reach out to both of them. 

 

Heather Kornreich said the whole idea is for the Board to give the applicants feedback on what we 

like aesthetically so the applicants can move in that direction.  Zach Mintz asked in terms of 

process, what would be the final action that this Board would take.  Patti Tipa said one the project 

is at a point where the building design is as stable as it is going to get and it coincides with site 

plan, then the ARB can take a formal vote.  She said the direction she was given is that this project 

is not at that place, which is why the application is here conceptually.  She said this application will 

have to come back and the Board can take a formal vote on it.  Signage is not part of this 

application so that will have to be handled separately.  Phil Clark asked if the Board would like to 

see material samples when they come back.  Chairwoman Eisenberg said the Board would like to 

see samples.  Heather Kornreich said images of the suspended Lincoln sign letters would be helpful 

to see as well.  Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if the specs for these changes are new or have they 

been around awhile.  Phil Clark said the Volvo is fairly new and the Lincoln is hot off the press.  

Chairwoman Eisenberg said then these are things that are not likely to change soon.  Phil Clark 

said every seven to ten years they do image upgrades. 

 

This case will be returning. 

 

Minutes:   

 

May 16, 2018  

 

The Board decided to wait until the next meeting to approve these minutes 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Andrea Eisenberg, Chairwoman 

/pat 

 


